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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 10-13, 15, 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crean 6,623,058 in view of Morrow 6,712,414. 

Regarding claim 1, Crean '058 discloses a recreational vehicle comprising a chassis; a 
cab and a back wall attached to the chassis; first and second side walls disposed in opposed 
relation to each other and at least partially defined by portions of the cab and the back wall; and 
at least one slide out moveably attached to the chassis and extending from the cab to the back 
wall, the slide out defining an outer wall; and the slide out being selectively moveable between a 
retracted position whereat the outer wall is substantially flush with the first wall, and an extended 
position whereat the outer wall projects outwardly from the first side wall. 

However, Crean c 058 does not show a pair of slide outs which each define an outer wall 
are movably attached to the chassis in opposed relation to each other, each of the slide outs 
extending from the cab to the back wall, the slide outs being selectively movable between a 
retracted position whereat the outer walls thereof are substantially flush with respective ones of 
the first and second side walls, and an extended position whereat the outer walls thereof protrude 
outwardly from respective ones of the first and second side walls. 
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Morrow '414 teaches a pair of slide outs (48a and 48B) which each define an outer wall 
are movably attached to the chassis in opposed relation to each other, each of the slide outs 
extending from the front wall to the back wall, the slide outs being selectively movable between 
a retracted position whereat the outer walls thereof are substantially flush with respective ones of 
the first and second side walls, and an extended position whereat the outer walls thereof protrude 
outwardly from respective ones of the first and second side walls 

Regarding claim 1, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean ' 058 with a pair of 
slide outs, as taught by Morrow '414, in order to increase the usable interior space of the main 
room of the recreational vehicle. 

Regarding claim 3, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle further 
comprising a slide out actuation mechanism attached to the chassis and cooperatively engaged to 
each of the slide outs, the slide out actuation mechanism being operative to move the slide outs 
between the extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 5, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle wherein 
the recreational vehicle further comprises an interior floor; each of the slide outs comprise a floor 
portion; a portion of the interior floor is exposed between the floor portions when the slide outs 
are moved to the extended positions; and the interior floor includes a floor section which is 
moveably mounted to the chasse and selectively movable between a retracted position and an 
elevated position between the floor portions of the slide outs; the floor sections being moveable 
to the elevated position when the slide outs are in the extended position, the floor section and the 
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floor portions of the slide outs collectively defining a generally planar floor surface when the 
floor section is in the elevated position. 

Regarding claim 6, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle further 
comprising a floor actuation mechanism attached to the chassis and cooperatively engaged to the 
floor section, the floor actuation mechanism being operative to move the floor sections between 
the retracted and elevated positions. 

Regarding claim 10, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle wherein 
each of the slide outs comprises a modular, pre-fabricated unit. 

Regarding claim 11, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle wherein 
the recreational vehicle further comprises a roof which extends between the chassis and the back 
wall; and the first and second side walls are at least partially defined by portions of the cab, the 
back wall and the roof. 

Regarding claim 12, Crean '058 discloses a recreational vehicle comprising a chassis, a 
cab and a back wall mounted to the chassis, and opposed first and second side walls at least 
partially defined by portions of the cab, the improvement comprising a slide out moveably 
attached to the chassis and extending from the cab to the back wall, the slide out defining an 
outer wall and being selectively moveable between a retracted position whereat the outer walls 
are substantially flush with the side wall, and an extended position whereat the outer wall 
protrudes outwardly from the side walls but does not show pair of slide outs. 

Morrow '414 teaches pair of slide outs (48a and 48B). 
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Regarding claim 12, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '058, as modified, a 
pair of slide outs, as taught by Morrow '414, in order to increase the usable interior space of the 
main room of the recreational vehicle 

Regarding claim 13, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle further 
comprising a slide out actuation mechanism attached to the chassis and cooperatively engaged to 
each of the slide outs, the slide out mechanism being operatively engaged to each of the slide 
outs, the slide out actuation mechanism being operative to mover the slide outs between the 
extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 15, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle wherein 
the recreational vehicle further comprises an interior floor; each of the slide outs comprises a 
floor portion; a portion of the interior floor is exposed between the floor portions when the slide 
outs are moved to the extended position; and the interior floor includes a floor section which is 
moveably mounted to the chassis and selectively moveable between a retracted position and an 
elevated position between the floor portions of the slide outs; the floor section being moveable to 
the elevated position when the slide outs are in the extended position, the floor section and the 
floor portions of the slide outs collectively defining a generally planar floor surface when the 
floor section is in the elevated postion. 

Regarding claim 16, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle further 
comprising a floor actuation mechanism attached to the chassis and cooperatively engaged to the 
floor section, the floor actuation mechanism being operative to move the floor sections between 
the retracted and elevated positions. 
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Regarding claim 20, Crean '058, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle wherein 
each of the slide outs comprises a modular, pre-fabricated unit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. Claim 4, 7, 8, 14, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crean 6,623,058 in view of Morrow 6,712,414 as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and 
further in view of Futrell et al 5,785,373. 

Regarding claim 4, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show the slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to 
the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Futrell et al. '373 teach a slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear 
actuators attached to the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Regarding claim 4, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the 
chassis in spaced relation to each other, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to provide a 
power mechanism to move the slide out between its extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 7, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show the floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the 
chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Futrell et al. '373 teach a floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear 
actuators attached to the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 
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Regarding claim 7, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the chassis 
in spaced relation to each other, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to provide a power 
mechanism to move the floor between its extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 8, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to the floor section and to 
the floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being operative to secure the 
floor section in the elevated position. 

Futrell et al. '373 teaches at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to 
the floor section and to the floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being 
operative to secure the floor section in the elevated position. 

Regarding claim 8, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to the floor section and to the 
floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being operative to secure the 
floor section in the elevated position, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to secure the floor 
section in the elevated position. 

Regarding claim 14, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show the slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to 
the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 
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Futrell et al. '373 teach a slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear 
actuators attached to the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Regarding claim 14, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a slide out actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the 
chassis in spaced relation to each other, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to provide a 
power mechanism to move the slide out between its extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 17, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show the floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the 
chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Futrell et al. '373 teach a floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear 
actuators attached to the chassis in spaced relation to each other. 

Regarding claim 17, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a floor actuation mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators attached to the chassis 
in spaced relation to each other, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to provide a power 
mechanism to move the floor between its extended and retracted positions. 

Regarding claim 18, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to the floor section and to 
the floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being operative to secure the 
floor section in the elevated position. 
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Futrell et al. '373 teaches at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to 
the floor section and to the floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being 
operative to secure the floor section in the elevated position. 

Regarding claim 18, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with at least one retention mechanism cooperatively engageable to the floor section and to the 
floor portion of each of the slide outs, the retention mechanism being operative to secure the 
floor section in the elevated position, as taught by Futrell et al. '373, in order to secure the floor 
section in the elevated position. 

4. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over over 
Crean 6,623,058 view of Morrow 6,712,414 as applied to claims 5 and 15 above, and further in 
view of McManus 2002/0057000. 

Regarding claim 9, Crean '804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of the slide outs to the 
retracted position subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the retracted position. 

McManus 6 000 teaches a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of 
the slide outs to the retracted positions subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the 
retracted position. 
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Regarding claim 9, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of the slide outs to the 
retracted positions subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the retracted position, as 
taught by McManus 6 000, in order to ensure that the slide out and floor section move together. 

Regarding claim 19, Crean 4 804, as modified, discloses the recreational vehicle but does 
not show a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of the slide outs to the 
retracted position subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the retracted position. 

McManus '000 teaches a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of 
the slide outs to the retracted positions subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the 
retracted position. 

Regarding claim 19, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the recreational vehicle of Crean '804, as modified, 
with a sensor system operative to selectively prevent the movement of the slide outs to the 
retracted positions subsequent to the movement of the floor section to the retracted position, as 
taught by McManus '000, in order to ensure that the slide out and floor section move together. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Coletta whose telephone number is 571-272-6658. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/821,314 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 3612 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lori L. Coletta 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 
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